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Anxiety, U.S.A.
Had Joe Klein backed up to New England
on his fascinating journey, I believe he
would have seen the same emotions of
anger and political distrust here ["America
from the Road,” Oct. 18], What troubles
me is the cynical mamipulation of these
feelings by candidates whose solutions to
the darkening national mood would even
further undercut programs like Social
Security and health care, which we will
rebuild and re-energize, It’s up to us and
those who would lead us to encourage
hope in America.

Thomas D. Corrigan, FARMINGTON, CONN.

Bullying Suicides
Your article on bullying missed the larger
issue [*Bullied to Death?” Oct. 18]. Children
are socialized at home, in church and by
the media to believe that the worst thing
you can be—worse than a murderer or a
thief—is a “fag.” Until we can overcome
this institutionalized homophobia that
permeates our society, we will continue to
lose our children.

Richard Primuth, TAMEPA

If, as you suggest, incivility isa cause of
bullying, possibly our political arenais
agood place to begin reform.

Scotf Owen, SANTA CRUZ, CALIF.

Voices on Militias

1am featured in your cover article “Locked
and Loaded” [Oct. 11]. For the record, L have
never advocated violence, I donotand
have never belonged to any militia, nor do
I communicate with militiasin any wayI
am aware of, However, I do fully support
the Constitution’s guarantee of well-

tegulated militias in every state. To quote

the mandate of the Second Amendment,
“p wellregulated militia, being necessary
1o the security of a free state, the right of
the people to keep and bear arms shall

How readers responded
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nof be infringed.” Therefore, the absence
of well-regulated militias in every staie is
repugnant to the Constitution. As more
and more people are learning daily from
largely nonmainstream media sources, itis
only the Constitution that stands between
the people and total tyranny, and this dan-
serous rejection of the Constitution has
put the fate of our nation and liberty of the
people at grave risk. It is this statk realiza-
tion, notracial or religious bigetry, thatis
driving the pro-Constitution movement,
the Tea Parties and, likely, the citizenmi-
litias. The public record I have established
over three decades clearly shows that1
have always advocated the use of peaceful,

‘Why can’t we let
John Lennon go?

| The recognition of

the human condition
in his songs and his
message of hope
despite all. Imagine.’”

Carol Milardo Floriani, EASLEY, 5.C.,
on “Lennon Lives,” Oct. 18
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America from
the Road

nonviolent resistance in defense of the
Constitution. Any person who has ever
heard me speak, including Barten Gell-
man, has heard me hold up the examples
andteachings of Gandhi and Martin Luther
King Jr. Far from being antigovernment
and an advocate of violence, the very pur-
pose of the We the People organization is to
educate Americans regarding the history,
meaning, effect and significance of every
clause of the Constitution, including the ac-
countability through Lhe peaceful petition
process clause of the First Amendment.
Robert L. Schulz, Chairman and Founder,
We the People Foundationcfor
Constitutional Education Inc.,
QUEENSBURY, N.T.

When Gellman called to interview me for
his article—1I did not know its title—he be-
gan asking me questions about my membery-
ship in Oath Keepers, a group dedicated to
fulfilling their oath to Lhe U.S. Constitu-
tion. This led to questions about my cam-
paign for sheriffin Montana. [ did not make
the staternents attributed tome in the
article. He asked if I really thought T could
“siop the federal government” if T°did not
like what they were doing.” I corrected him
that it was a matter not of whetherIliked
what they were doing but of whether what
they were doing was lawful. Gellman took
his example to an extreme scenario, and I
commmented that, no matter who was violat-
ing the law, as sheriff, Iwould respond io
that violation as a crime in progress just
as deputies da every day. If people violate
acitizen’s civil rights, they should be held
accountable, Would you like your chief
law-enforcement officer to be commitled to
stopping the violation of your rights o Iife,
Jiberty and the pursuit of happiness? That
1am serious about my oath of office should
cause no henest citizen fear; it isa commen-
tary on society that it is newsworthy.

Steve Kendley, POLSON, MONT.
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